Despite a change in uniforms, the
cheerleaders basic function has
remained the same: to raise school
spirit. Here a 1950s squad shows
their spirit.
The brand new Clearwater High
School opened its doors in 1955.


The game of football has gone
through tremendous changes. This
1947 football squad, while containing
only 29 members upheld the great
Tornado tradition.
Regardless of the era, Tornado
basketball has always been a
dominant force. Here a Tornado
player controls the tip during a 1954
game with Bartow.
1
ning ways of the athletic
teams, who continued to ex-
cel. The 1950 football team
went undefeated and claimed
a conference championship.
After the new Clearwater
opened, the athletic teams
gave it a proper christening.
The year 1956 saw the Torna-
do baseball team win the
Western Conference Champi-
onship, followed by an unde-
feated football season the
next year. The 1957 edition
of Tornado football allowed
only 19 points all year and
held the opposition scoreless
seven times. Basketball re-
turned to form that year and
grabbed a share of the West-
ern Conference Champion-
ship. Closing out the decade
with success, the 1958 bas-
ketball team won the district
title and went all the way to
the state tournament. But the
most incredible athletic
achievement of the decade
and perhaps of all time oc-
cured when CHS graduate
and teacher Herb Dudley
struck out 55 batters in a 21
inning game during the 1949
World Softball Tournament.
By 1958, 45,000 people
occupied the city, doubling
the 1942 figure. All of this
growth put Clearwater on the
map, with the Tornadoes of
Clearwater High leading the
way.
The 1960's brought with it
new fashions and phrases
such as "hippie" and "flower
child". Detroit responded to
every high school seniors'
need by producing muscle
cars, a breed of cars that
would melt a set of tires in an
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